
Fleet 34-Stonington, Connecticut 
Fishers Island Sound
 

Organized 1965
 

OFFICERS
 
Commodore - Nancy Gibson
 

Vice Commodore - William A. Budding, Jr.
 
Secretary & Treasurer - Fred S. Burnham
 

P.O. Box 349, Mystic, Conn. 06355 

Jamie Gibson 

SECOND woman to be elected commodore of an Ensign fleet was Nancy Gibson, skipper 
of Moonakis, 660. She took the reins of Fleet 34 at Stonington, Conn. in October, 1976. The 
only other female fleet commodore was Vi Crimmons, who headed Fleet 32 at Noroton, 
Conn. in 1967 and 1968. 

ROSTER 

156	 Nerio 689 Amain
 
Allen B. Smith Sidney E. Speed
 

177 Quest 713 African Queen
 
Robert W. Maidt, Jr. Dr. Trent Repko
 

194 Julie Ann 724 Halcyon
 
John W. Maisch John P. Murphy
 

286 Cyrano 823 Romance
 
Joseph H. Hunt Gerald R. Daly
 

340 Wiki-Wiki 830 Mystique
 
John V. Leonard Norbert E. Smyth
 

377 Yankee D 838 Dulcinea
 
William H. Roehl Robert E. Cohn
 

385 Bonanza 944 Quick One
 
George P. Bates Blunt White/ Dennis Cox
 

496 Numero Uno 964 Windance 
Stearns Martin Dr. Harry Brown 

563 Jaws 1002 The Peddler 
Dr. Arthur P. Hotchkiss John C. O'Brien/ C. William Stamm 

587 Onrust 1020 Isis 
Robert B. Ziegler Dr. Robert P. Rowe 

660 Moonakis 1021 Pussy Cat 
Mrs. J. Merrill Gibson George Gregory 

55 

1048 Flying High 1307 Siainte 
Robert S. Jones Brian J. Gallagher 

1098 Makin' Knots 1334 Chante 
Alfred R. Wilcox Dr. Charles Frederick Dyer 

1154 Aries 1411 Cliffhanger 
William A. Budding, Jr. H. Clifford Parris 

1158 Baldo 1434 Slicker 
Nix Stanley Emory D. Ayers 

1227 Sabrina 1490 Chimera 
Dr. William N. Jones William T. Hegenberger 

1299 Air-Borne 1623 Sans Souci 
Fred S. Burnham Douglas O. Wirta 
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It is really enjoyable to watch a fleet mature. 1975 was the year of the winged genoa. This 
season almost every boat showed up with a spinnaker. The rest were heard mumbling 
something about riveting tracks, etc. 

Our Ensigns attracted attention from other classes in the yacht club and we hope to gain a 
couple of new boats for the '77 season. One new member has already purchased Ensign 1222, 
Spirit. We welcome Bill Layton into the fleet for '77. 

Fleet 25 owes a debt of thanks to Jerry Wintheiser and Fleet 20 for inviting us to two 
invitational regattas at the Wayzata Yacht Club. Those of us who attended enjoyed it 
immensely. 

It was a very good year. 
Mike Eesley 

Fleet 30 - Austin, Texas 

1976 Champion Bill Holman, Stress - 588 
Second John Weiler, Fiddler's Green - 732 

Third Arak Bozyan, 10 - 465 

Believe it or not, we sail up until November, and beyond. So we really don't know when to 
"cut it off' to give the most current information. For example, we had three new additions to 
our fleet within the last three months. 

And-we are the largest fleet of keel boats on Lake Travis now, and still growing! 
John Weiler, Eugene English and Arak Bozyan went to Lake Dillon, Colorado for the 

Regionals. The results are history, but fun was had by all. The same three went to Houston for 
the Nationals, which was also a lot of fun, with the results well known. 

Bill Holman is still the hottest skipper we've got going on our lake, but he has been 
physically curtailed from attending regional and national championships. But watch out; one 
day he'll be well, and other skippers will have to watch his transom as often as we do. 

Bob Lee 
Fleet 34 - Stonington, Conn. 

1976 Champion William Foye, Hucklebr!rry - 502 
Second Robert S. Jones, Flying High - 1048 

Third Stearns Martin, Numero Uno - 496 

Malcolm Daly 

SOLUTION to keeping dry during pre-start rainstorm at the Region II Regatta on Fishers 
Island Sound reflects ingenuity of Sid Speed and crew aboard Amain, 689, from Fleet 34. 

Ensigns again were by far the strongest one-design class in Fishers Island Sound. The ranks 
of our fleet were swelled by the regular participation of several boats from Fleet 57 at New 
London, one of which Bill Foye's Huckleberry, became our Fleet Champion. Bill won the 12
race series with a score of .8865 per cent for the eight races he sailed. At least seven races had to 
be entered to qualify for the championship, and any boat sailing eight or more was allowed 
one throwout. 

Of the 35 boats in Fleet 34, 27 competed in one or more of the Championship Series races 
and 18 qualified for the series. The average number of starters was 17 boats. 

95 



The season opener on Memorial Day Weekend for the Bob Jones perpetual trophy went to 
Fleet 34 Commodore Stearns Martin in Numero Uno, who also took the Alice Ayres Trophy 
for the June Series. An unprecedented back-to-back win of the Doc "Bones" Jones perpetual 
trophy for the Around Fishers Island Race-sailed Sept. 25th to wind up our season~was 

acheived by J975 winner Sid Speed in Amain. 
Winners of the first half and second half of the Championship Series were Huckleberry and 

Ensign Class Commodore Bob Jones' Flying High respectively. 
A highlight of our season was hosting the 28-boat Region II Championship, which Flying 

High won. 
In addition to the various series and individual trophy races, the Oeet activity included team 

races with Watch Hill 15s from Little Narragansett Bay (won by Ensigns), a mixed race with 
Fishers Island One Designs from Groton Long Point YC(Fred Burnham's Airborne was first 
in the 17-boat event) and a day of round-robin match racing that sent pairs of Ensigns around 
a one-and-a-half mile windward-leeward-windward course-an activity that wore out crews, 
thrilled spectators and saw Eric Martin sail his father Stearns' Numero Uno to a perfect 5-0 
score. 

Bob Jones was one of only two East Coast Ensign skippers to go to Houston for the 
Nationals, where he tied Fleet 5's Charlie Shoemaker, the only other Yankee, for seventh. 

A sails-in-the-bag start managed by Makin' Knots skipper Al Wilcox preceded a race 
followed by a great picnic Sept. 5. The hosts were Alice and Emory Ayres, who sail Slicker. 
Paul Smythe sailed Mystique to a convincing victory. 

The season finale was a team race at Newport, R.I. againstajoint Fleet 4 &5 combine. They 
took the first race and we won the second; winds above 30 knots washed out the third race. 

Hats went off at the annual meeting Oct. I to Bill Budding for scorekeeping and Nancy 
Wilcox for typing the weekly newsletter. Nancy Gibson was elected 1977 Fleet Commodore at 
the meeting. She is the second woman to become commodore of an Ensign fleet, the first being 
Vi Crimmons who headed Fleet 32 in 1967 and 1968. 

Fleet 41 - North Haven, Maine 
Jerry Daly 

1976 Champion Tom Cronin, Shamrock - 696 
Second Perry Morgan, Kestrel - 506 

Third Bradley Richardson, Brandi  1041 

Brad Richardson 
Fleet 47 - South Freeport, Maine 

1976 Champion Edward Harding, Havoc - 1400 
Second Fred W. Hohn, Edana - 1028 

Third Stephen Kirkland, Huff 'n Puff- 1463 

We had a closely contested series of ten races won by Havoc. After winning the Fleet 
Championship for six straight years, Harding has sold Havoc and joined the "over-the-hill" 
cruising set in a Seawind " ketch. 

Edward Harding 
.Fleet 48 - Racine, Wise. 

1976 Champion Jerry Helding, Spray - 926 
Second Ron Berby, After You - 211 

Third Ted Shenkenberg, Usury - 961 

Ensigns have come and gone at Racine Yacht Club, but Fleet 48 is still the only one-design 
class racing there. Many members look forward to watching the Ensigns race each Monday 
night. 

Winners have come and gone also, but Jerry Helding of Spray, keeps on winning. It was a 
close contest all season between Jerry, Ron Berby of After You, and Ted Shenkenberg of 
Usury. Our whole fleet makes Monday nights something special. 

Ron Berby and Ted Shenkenberg both competed in the Regionals this summer in Detroit. 
Other activities for the Ensigns were the regattas between Racine and Kenosha, Wednesday 
night handicap races and the Blue Nose Series in late September. 

Small in number, but tough in spirit, that's Fleet 48 of Racine Yacht Club. 

Wayne Nelson 
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